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GUARATVTEE
The lens fitted to youl camera is a product of the Agfa Camera Werk
and has been computed and,  manufactured in conformity wi th lhe most
up-to-date scient i f ic  metho ds.

This lens reaches a standard of  performance neaer preaiously at ta ined
in lenses of  equal  speed. hats ing the same number of  e lements.  l ts  &ief
adzsatiages lie in its great depth af field, extremely high resolaing
power,  etcel lent  def in i t ion and outstanding reproduct ion of  detai l .

The tota l  of  these dtaracter is t ics makes th is the ideal  lens for  miniature
photography wi fh b lsck and.  whi te or  colour f i lm,

ln ad-dition, eoery lens is thoroughly tested before leauing our factory
by the most up-to-date methods and is  guaranteed by us for  i ts  qual i ty
and performance' 

AGFA AKTTENGESELLSCHAFT

Camera-Werlc Muenchen
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EXPLANATIONS

OF ADJACENT

ILLUSTRATION

Operol ion, poges 2-6

@ Rop id  t ronspor t  lever

@ Mogic  re leose lever

@ Set t ing  mork
for  focus ing  symbols

@ Set t ing  r ing  fo r  symbols

Technicql seci ion, poges 7-16

@ Cotch for comero bock

@ DIN/ASA sco le

@  L i g h t  p r i s m

for  red  ond green s igno l

@ Accessory shoe

@ Rewind knob

@  D i o p h r o g m  r i n g

@ F losh  confoc t  .

C O N T E N T S

Rongef inder

Focus ing symbols

Hold ing the comero,  v iewf inder

Green s ignol -expos ing

Ropid ironsport lever

F i lm types

Looding the comero

Fi lm counter

Sett ing the f i lm speed

Without  the outomqt ic  mechonism

Flosh technique

Agoinst  the l ight  ond c lose-up exposure reodings

Fi l ters  ond qccessor ies

Rewind ing the f i lm
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You ore now the proud owner  o f  o  technico l ly  per fect  comero- the
fu l ly  ou iomqt ic  Agfo opt imo l l l  s  which does not  requi re  ony com-
p l icoted mqnuol  operot ions ond so leoves you f ree to  concent ro te  on
the subiect .  Whot  q  source of  boundless ioy  thot  is !

From your  photogrophic  deoler  you wi l l  hove leorned how s imple the
Agfo opt imo l l lS  is  to  hqndle .  Shut ter  speeds ond oper tures which once
hod to  be worked out ,  meosured or  set  ore now ot  your  beck ond co l l .

The fu l ly  outomot ic  mechonism is  someth ing of  o  mi roc le ,  your  in-
v is ib le  s love to  co lcu lo te ,  th ink  ond ocf  for  you- lus t  o  iouch of  the
"mogic releose lever" suff ices. The symbol sett ings cover three focusing
ronges;  exoct  focus ing con be qu ick ly  done wi th  the bu i l t - in  coupled
rongefinder.

You wi l l  p robobly  wish to  get  fomi l io r ized wi th  th is  mosterp iece g*
prec is ion.  on poges 2 to  6  you wi l l  f ind br ie f  operot ing ins t ruct ior is ;
technico l  qdv ice ond usefu l  photogrophic  h in ts  ore g iven on poges
7 to 16.



focusing

The bu i l t - in  coupled rongef inder  is  very  eosy to  oper-
o te  ond o l lows exoct  focus ing of  your  sub iect  in  sp l i t -
seconds.
Wi th  your  Agfo Opf imo l l l  S  you con photogroph ot
o l l  d is tonces between 3r /o  f f .  (1  m.)  ond in f in i ty .

Upper  i l lus t ro l ion:

In  the cent re  o f  the v iewf inder  imoge you wi l l  see o
d iomond-shoped por t ion which is  ye l low-co loured.  At
f i rs t ,  th is  cent re  imoge wi l l  be seporoted in to  two hor i -
zonto l ly  d isp loced out l ines.

Middle i l luslrql ion:

l f  you move the focus ing r ing wi th  the thumb or  index
f inger  you wi l l  f ind thot  the out l ines o f  the double
cent re  imoge co inc ide.  Wi th  the comerq he ld  hor i -
zonto l ly  the imoge out l ines move s idewoys;  when he ld
upr ight  they move ver t ico l ly .

Lower i l luslrot ion:

As soon os the two out l ines converge meosurement  is
completed ond the cqmero exocf ly  focused.
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. . . or symbols for snopshots

There ore three focus ing symbols  on the lens
mount  o f  your  comero.  Accord ing to  the d is-
tonce from the subiect you set one of the three
fo l lowing symbols  ogoinst  the whi te  mork:

AQ
fM
",ftf(
In termediote  set t ings ore o lso poss ib le ,  i f  re-
qu i red .
For  your  gu idonce exqct  d is tonces ore o lso in-
d icoted on the lower  por t  o f  the focus ing r ing.
The whi te  mqrk obove the word "Compur"
ind icotes the octuo l  d is tonce set t ing.

Close-ups

Groups

Distont v iews

Subiec t  d is tonce

5 f t .  l l  i n .

, r1r .5t1,  in .

infinity
( londscope)



cqmerq fqst

When photogrophing i t  is  impor tont  to  ho ld  the.  cqmero
steody.  You should  therefore toke your  Opt imo in  both
honds ond broce your  orms ogoinst  ybur  body.  P loce
the index f inger  o f  your  r ight  hond on the mogic  re leose
lever .  When you look through ihe v iewf inder  you wi l l  see
o luminous f rome which sur rounds the subiect  ond shows
you the exoct  p ic ture oreo.

As the luminous f rome moves outomot ico l ly  when the
focus ing r ing is  turned the exoct  p ic ture oreo wi l l  be shown
even for close-ups (3V+ ft .) .

To toke upr ight  photos,  oper-
o te  fhe re leose lever  wi th  your
thumb or  index f inger ,  os  i l lus-
troted.

To ensure correctly exposed
photogrophs i f  is imporlonl
lo set lhe correcl f i lm speed on
lhe comero (see poge I l ) .

4
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l l l l l l l l l l  l l  l l l l l  l  l l l  Nore!
A The ou iomot ic

mechonism is  con-
necfed when the A
ond the whi te  mqrk
o re  i n  l i ne .

G r e e n  s i g n o l '
"A l l  c leor"  for
your  photogroph

R e d  s i g n o l :
Stop-
do not  phoiogroph

Green signol expose

The l ighting is under constqnl con-
l ro l  qs  soon os you octuote the ro-
p id  t ronspor t  lever .  S ight  your  sub-

iec t .  Wi th  the s ignol  o t  green,  press
down ihe mogic  re leqse lever  to  ihe
pressure po in t .  Then keep the cqm-
erq in  th is  pos i t ion ond re leqse.

The red s ignol  meons lhere is  not
enough l ight ;  t ime exposures or
f losh wi l l  then he lp  you (see po-

ses  12 l13 ) .

Note!

l f  re leqse lever  is  b locked operote
the ropid tronsporf lever f irsi .

l f  you chonge the d i rect ion o f  your
comero before moking your  expo-
sure,  remove your  f inger  f rom the
mogic  lever  ond s tor i  q f resh.  Th is
con be done os o f fen os you wish.



Instqnl reqdiness

. . .  con be obto ined wi th  the rop id  t ronspor t
lever of your Optimo. Therefore, odvonce your
f i lm immediote ly  o f ter  eoch exposure.  Just
swing the lever forword to the stop to move
the f i lm one f rome.  The f i lm counter  o f  the
lower  reor  edge of  the comero shows you
how mony exposures you s t i l l  hove le f t .

l f  the rop id  t ronspor t  lever  wi l l  not  move,  lhe
comerq is olreody set for the next exposure.
The shutter releose ond f i lm tronsport ore f i t-
ted wi th  q  lock to  prevent  b lonk or  double
exposures.

l f  you re leose the rop id  t ronspor t  lever  before
complet ing the fu l l  fo rword s t roke i t  w i l l  re-
turn  to  i ts  s tor t ing pos i t ion.  In  th is  event  you
should  swing the lever  forword ogoin  os for
os  i t  w i l l  go .
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TECHNIIAL

SETTION

Photography is more fun

when  you  hove  mos te red  t he  h in t s  men t i oned  ond  o re

tho rough l y  f om i l i o r  w i t h  you r  comerq  t oo .

F i r s t  o f  o l l ,  some th ing  obou t  f i lms  ond  how  to  choose  t h€ f f r :

F i rs t  use  Agfo  tsopon F ,  17o DIN (40  ASA) .  l t  i s  c  f ine-grq in

b lqck-ond-wh i te  f i lm o f  good contour  shorpness  ond con-

s i s ten t  quo l i t y .

Fo r  spo r t  pho tog rophy  t he  rop id  Ag fo  l sopon  ISS  f i lm ,

2 l  o  DIN ( . |00  ASA) ,  i s  ius t  r igh f .

Wi th  Agfoco lo r  f i lms  you con exp lo re  the  wor ld  o f  co l -

our .  These f i lms  hqve been f i rm fqvour i tes  fo r  more  thon

twenty  yeors ,  becouse o f  the i r  no turo l  reproduc t ion  o f

bo th  pos te l  ond  b r i l l i qn t  co lou rs .  I n  odd i t i on ,  t he i r  h i gh

speed  hos  mqde  the  l i v i ng  snopsho t  i n  co lou r  o  p roc t i co l

reo  l i t y .

F o r  s h o r p ,  b r i l l i o n t  c o l o u r  t r o n s p o r e n c i e s ,
Agfoco lo r  Reverso l  F i lm CT 

. I8 .

F o r  w o n d e r f u l  o l b u m  c o l o u r  P r i n t s :
Ag foco lo r  Nego t i ve  F i lm  CN lZ  o r  CN 

. | 4 .

i
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The  f i lm  con  be  looded  in  doy -
l i gh t ,  bu t  o lwoys  in  the  shode-
mok ing  use  o f  body  shodow.

F i r s t  open  the  comero  bock  by
s l i d ing  co tch  in  d i rec t i on  o f
orrow.
Push  lock ing  bu t ton  o f  rew ind
knob  in  d i rec i i on  o f  o r row ond

drow out  rewind knob f i rmly
w i th  r i gh t  hond  os  fo r  os  pos -
s i b l e .

Now se t  the  f i lm  t ype  ind ico to r
by  tu rn ing  the  m i l l ed  edge  p ro -
t ruding ot  the bot tom of  the re-
w ind  knob  un t i l  t he  des i red  se t -
t i ng  oppeors  i n  the  w indow:

B I ock-o nd-wh i te-checks
:  B lock  ond wh i te  f i lm

CN :  Co lour  negot ive  f i lm
CT :  Co lour  reverso l  f i lm.

DAY doy l igh t  type
CK :  Co lour  reverso l  f i lm,  o r t i f i c iq l
A  l igh t  type  ( incondescent

lomps o f  3400o Ke lv in )
CF :  Co lour  reverso l  f i lm,  o r t i f i c io l
F  f losh l igh t  type  (3800o Ke lv in )
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Insert  new f i lm cosset te wi th
ho le  towords  rew ind  knob .

Push  bock  rew ind  knob ,  i f  nec -
essory  tu rn ing  i t  s l i gh t l y .

Tu rn  toke -up  spoo l  by  i t s  m i l l -
e d  d i s k  u n t i l  t h e  b r o o d  s l i t  o n d
f i lm  pe r fo ro t i on  Iug  o re  upper -
most.
Drow ou t  the  f i lm  f rom the
cosset te towords the toke-up
s p o o l .
l nse r t  t he  end  o f  the  f i lm  in  the
s l i t ,  ho ld ing  the  toke -up  spoo l

f i rm ly ,  so  tho t  the  lug  engoges
in  the  second  f i lm  pe r fo ro t i on .

Now tu rn  the  ioke -up  spoo l  on
s l i gh t l y  i n  the  d i rec t i on  o f  the
or row,  os  shown in  f i gu re  F ,  un -
t i l  i u s t  u n d e r  h o l f  o n  i n c h  o f
the  fu l l  f i lm  w id th  p ro iec ts  f rom
the  cosse t te .  C lose  the  comero .



for the first exposure After  lood ing fhe f i lm,  the comero should  be
c losed ond the f i lm counter  o t  the lower  edge
of  the comero bock set .  Turn the d isk  o f  the
f i lm counter  unt i l  the i ip  o f  the green t r iong le

iust  before the number  36 or  20 (depending
on the length o f  the f i lm)  is  in  l ine wi th  the
f ixed mork.  Then operote  the rop id  t ronspor t
lever  os for  os i t  w i l l  go ond press down the
mogic  lever  unt i l  re leose tokes p loce.  Repeot
th is  process unf i l  the mork is  in  l ine wi th  the
number  36 (or  20) .  Your  comero is  ihen reody
for  the f i rs t  exposure.  The f i lm counter  ind icotes
the number  o f  exposures s t i l l  le f t  on the f i lm.

Every  t ime ihe f i lm is  moved on ihe rewind knob ro to tes in  the oppos i te  d i rect ion to  thot
shown by the qr row,  o  sure s ign fhot  the f i lm is  proper ly  loqded ond t ronspor ted.

Double exposures impossible
An ingenious double  exposure prevent ion mechonism ensures thot  you do not  tqke two
photogrophs on one negot ive.  In  oddi t ion ihe f i lm connot  be t ronspor ted unt i l  < ln  exposure
hqs  been  mode .

t !
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lmportonl:

Remember  io  set  the speed of  the f i lm
looded on the comero lo  be sure o f  cor -
recl ly exposed photogrophs.

To do th is ,  push in  the smol l  or rest ing knob
qnd turn the mi l led d isk  wi th  the q id  o f  o
co in  unt i l  the requi red DIN or  ASA speed
is  oppos i te  the set i ing mork.

for sl l  f i lms
from l1-250 DIN (-|0-250 ASA)

When you press the mogic  re leose
lever ,  the exposure reoding is  outo-
mot ico l ly  ond inv is ib ly  f ixed for
you.  Dur ing the exposure i t  then
outomot ico l ly  or ronges o shut ter
speed ond oper ture combinot ion
which o lwoys ensures the cor rect
exposure.

ASA Sco le ,  The ASA vo lues  ind ico ted  by  do ts  on  the
f i lm speed sco le  o f  the  comero  represent  the  fo l low ing
f i g u r e s ,

r0 25 50 100 200

12 16 20 32 40 64 80 125 160 250



You probobly  reco l l  whot  wos so id  obout  the
red s top s ignol  in  the v iewf inder .  When i t  op-
peors  you connot  photogroph wi th  the Opt imo
using the outomot ic  mechonism,  but  i f  i t  i s  d is -
connected you con s t i l l  obtq in  good resu l ts .  To
do th is  set  the outomqt ic  mechonism r ing o t  the
t ime-  (B)  or  f losh symbol  (see i l lus t ro t ions on
th i s  poge ) .

Time exposures

Tu rn  t he  m i l l ed  r i ng  on  t he  l ens  moun t  un t i l  "B "
is  in  l ine wi th  the mork,  os  shown in  the top
i l lus t ro t ion.  When on th is  set t ing the shul ter
s toys open os long qs the re leose lever  is  de-
pressed.  The use of  o  t r ipod ond o cob le  re leose
is  qdv isob le  in  such coses.  The lo t ter  is  screwed
into  the threod be low the re leose lever  f rom
fhe  s i de .  By  t u rn ing  t he  req r  m i l l ed  r i ng  t he
oper tures become v is ib le  in  the smql l  w indow.
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Flosh technique

No f loshl ighl problems

For  f losh  work  tu rn  the  ou tomot ic  mechon ism r ing  un i i l  the  f losh  symbol  i s  oppos i te'  
the  mork .
A cons ton t  shu t te r  speed o f  1 , / :16  sec .  i s  used fo r  f losh  work .  The od iocent  tob le  shows ihe
oper tu res  needed fo r  o  number  o f  f losh  bu lbs  o t  p resent  on  the  morke t .  The oper iu re  i s

"  se t  by  iu rn ing  the  reor  r ing .  The
p l u g  o f  t h e  f l o s h  c o b l e  i s  c o n n e c t e d  A p E R T U R E  T A B L E  F O R  F L A S H  p H O T O G R A p H y
to  the  f lqsh  contoc t  (11 ,  mo in  i l l u -  Wi ih  l ighrn ing  symbol  se t ,  shu t ie r  speed w i l l  ouromor ico l l y  be
strot ion). sec

Elec f  ron ic  f loshguns co  n  o  l so  be
-  used ,  i n  wh  i ch  cose  t he  ope r tu  re  i s

c o l c u l o t e d  f r o m  t h e  g u i d e  n u m b e r
o f  t h e  f l o s h g u n .

. "  E .  g .  g u i d e  n u m b e r  o f  e l e c t r o n i c
f l oshgun  96  d i v i ded  by  o  d i s tonce
of  l2  fee t  -  oper tu re  f l8 .

s e c
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C l e o r  b u l b s
B l o c k  o n d  w h i t e  f i l m
N e g o t i v e  c o l o u r  f i l m

( c N  t 7 )
1 7  D I N  :  4 0  A S A

B l u e  b u l b s
D o y l i g h t  c o l o u r

r e v e r s o  I  f i l m
(cT r8)

1 8  '  D I N  :  5 0  A S A
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Agqinst the l ight
. . t.  r 3

Where  c l eo r  de to i l  i s  r equ i red  i n  pho tog rophs  t oken
ogo ins t  t he  l i gh t  o r  i n  deep  shodows ,  t he  qu tomo t i c

mechon i sm o f  t he  comero  con  s t i l l  be  used  w i t h  t he  se t t i ng
on  t he  D IN /ASA sco le  reduced .  l t  i s  qdv i sob le  t o  se t  o
f i lm  speed  o f  obou t  30  D IN  o r  i t s  ASA equ i vo len t  l ess
thon  t ho t  morked  on  t he  f l lm  pockoge .  l f ,  f o r  exomp le ,  t he
f i lm in  the  comerCI  hos  o  speed o f  17o DIN _  40  ASA,
the  se t t ing  shou ld  be  reduced to  14o DIN -  20  ASA.

When o  very  cont ros ty  sub iec t  hos  to  be  photogrophed
ond  i t  i s  w i shed  t o  ob to in  t he  co r rec t  exposu re  f o r  on  ob -

i ec t  wh i ch  i s  smo l l  i n  compor i son  w i t h  i t s  su r round ings ,  i t  i s
odv isob le  to  toke  q  c lose-up meqsurement .  l f  th is  i s  no t
done ,  o  pe rson  i n  q  l i gh t  d ress  i n  f r on t  o f  o  do rk  wood
( to  g i ve  on  exomp le )  cou ld  eos i l y  p roduce  on  i nco r rec t
r e o  d  i n  g .

In  such coses  opprooch w i th  the  cqmerq  to  o  shor t  d is tonce
f rom ihe  sub iec t  ond press  down the  re leqse lever  gent ly
io  the  f l rs t  p ressure  po in t .  Ho ld  the  lever  in  th is  pos i t ion
ond  re tu rn  t o  you r  o r i g i no l  pos i t i on  t o  t oke  t he  pho tog roph .

A leo ther  cose des ig  ned
to  t oke  o  l ens  hood  ond

two f i l te rs  i s  ovo i lob le .

F i l t e r s  f o r  y o u r  O p t i m o  l l l  S
fo r  b lock  ond wh i te  photogrophy

R e d u c e  D I N
s c o  l e  s e t t i n g
by

l i g h t y e l l o w  I  |  ,
m e d i u m y e u o w  2 l  1 : 9 : " " '
y e l l o w - s r e e n  ,  I  

D I N

U V  f r l t e r  ( u l t r o - v i o l e t )  
,n o  c n o n g e

for  spec io l  photogrophs
wi lh  co lour  reverso l  f i lm

A g f o  C o l o r  F i l t e r
R  

. l . 5  
n o  c h o n g e

l 4
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Fi l ters

There  is  o  vor ie ty  o f  f i l te rs
fo r  b lqck-qnd-wh i te  f i lm ovo i l -
ob le  f o r  use  w i t h  t he  Ag fo
O p t i m o  l l l  S  i n  s c r e w  m o u n t s
o f  35 .5  mm.  d iom.  As  soon  os
o  f i l t e r  i s  used  on  t he  comero
you  w i l l  hove  t o  reduce  t he
se t t i ng  on  t he  f i lm  speed  sco le
C Icco rd ing l y .
A  f i l t e r  hov ing  o  f oc to r  o f  2
w i l l  r equ i re  o  reduc t i on  i n  t he
speed se t t ing  o f  3u  DIN or  i t s
ASA equ i vo len t .  l f  you  hove
o  f i lm  o f  l zo  D IN  -  40  ASA

l  t h i s  m e q n s  t h o t  y o u  w i l l  h q v e--  
to reduce the f igure to f4 ' '
D IN -  20  ASA.  A  fqc to r  o f. | . 5  

wou ld  requ i re  o  reduc t i on
of  I  -2  degrees  D lN.

When remov ing  the  f i  l te r  f  rom
the comero  do  no t  fo rge t  to
rese t  t he  o r i g i no l  D IN  I  ASA
f ig r re  fo r  the  f i lm in  ques t ion .

C L O S E - U P  A T T A C H M E N T  F O R  O P T I M A  I I I S

F o r  t h e  O p t i m o  l l l S ,  o  p r o c t i c o l  c l o s e - u p  o t t o c h m e n t  i s  o v o i l -
o b l e ,  t h e  A g f o  P r o x i m e t e r .  l t  i s  s u p p l i e d  i n  t w o  r o n g e s '  P r o x i -
m e i e r  I  f o r  o  r o n g e  o f  4 0 - 2 0  i n c h e s  o n d  P r o x i m e i e r  l l  f o r  o
r o n g e  o f  2 0 - . l 4  i n c h e s .  B o t h  P r o x i m e t e r s  m o y  b e  u s e d  t o g e t h e r  t o
g i v e  o  r o n g e  o f  f o c u s  o f  l 4 - 1 0  i n c h e s .  T h e  P r o x i m e t e r  e n o b l e s
c l o s e - u p  s u b i e c t s  t o  l o e  s e e n  f r e e  f r o m  p o r o l l o x  i n  t h e  v i e w f l n d e r
o n d  f o c u s e d  o c c u r o t e l y  w i t h  t h e  r o n g e f i n d e r .

Y o u r  p h o t o g r a p h i c  d e a l e r  u t i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  d e m o n s f r n t e  t h i s  o T t t i -
c a I  c i t f n d t m e n f  f o  l r o u .
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The f i lm is  now f in ished . . .

A i ter  36 or  20 exposures,  occord ing to  the length
of  the f i lm,  the rop id  t ronspor t  lever  wi l l  not
move.  The f i lm is  now f in ished ond must  be re-
wound irrto i ts cossette.

F i rs t  re leqse the lock o f  the rewind knob (see
i l lus t ro t ion B,  poge 8)  to  o l low th is  to  spr ing out ,
ond drow it  out only o froct ion to i ts f i rst stop.

Then press in  the lock ing bu i ton in  the bose of
the comero qnd turn the rewind knob in  the
d i rect ion shown by the or row.  Rewind ing is
complete  when the rewind knob turns f ree ly
of ter  re leos ing the lock ing but ton.  You con
now open fhe bock of  the comero by pushing

the cqtch in  the d i rect ion shown by the qr row (see f ig .  A,  poge 8) .  Pu l l  out  the rewind knob
f i rmly  os fqr  qs i t  w i l l  go ond remove the cosset te .  Puf  the cosset te  in  i ts  l ight - t ighf  pock ing
ond mork i t  os  exposed.
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